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House Resolution No. 2660

Whereas, the members of the Missouri House of Representatives always welcome the opportunity to
acknowledge milestone events in the histories of Show-Me State businesses which bring glory and honor to themselves
and to this great state through the excellence of their achievements; and

Whereas, Rock Port Telephone Company can trace its origin to the Rock Port Mutual Telephone Company
that was organized on August 8, 1902; and

Whereas, on May 11, 1965, Rock Port Telephone Company entered a second phase in its history when it
was incorporated by Wallace Carpenter, Russell Curry, Orville Garst, Melvin Rolf, Marion Hunter, Robert Fay, Herbert
Melvin, James Stevens, and Robert Lee Stanton to form a cooperative with customers as the shareholders and to borrow
money from REA to upgrade customer service; and

Whereas, on July 1, 1965, the assets of the Rock Port Mutual Telephone Company were transferred to the
new corporation, Don Hendrix was hired as general manager, and Walter Mulvania was retained as the company’s
lawyer, a position he still holds today at the age of ninety-nine after sixty-seven years of service; and

Whereas, Rock Port Telephone Company was the first REA company in Missouri to provide single-party
service to all customers and the first Missouri company to bury all of its rural lines; and

Whereas, in 1992 Don Hendrix retired and was replaced by Boyd Spiker, followed in 1998 by Raymond
Henagan; and

Whereas, in addition to local and long distance telephone service, Rock Port Telephone Company offers
cellular service, a full line of internet services, cable and satellite television, and computer repair in the Rock Port area of
Atchison County; and

Whereas, Rock Port Telephone Company also is building a worldwide customer base for its data security
services:

Now, therefore, be it resolved that we, the members of the Missouri House of Representatives,
Ninety-third General Assembly, join unanimously to applaud the stellar history of Rock Port Telephone Company and to
convey to all of those involved this legislative body’s most heartfelt congratulations as they observe the Fortieth
Anniversary of their company’s incorporation; and

Be it further resolved that the Chief Clerk of the Missouri House of Representatives be instructed
to prepare a properly inscribed copy of this resolution in honor of Rock Port Telephone Company.

Offered by ______________________________________
Representative Brad Lager
District No. 4

I, Rod Jetton, Speaker of the House of Representatives, Ninety-
third General Assembly, First Regular Session, do certify that
the above is a true and correct copy of House Resolution
No. 2660, adopted April 28, 2005.

_______________________________________________
Rod Jetton, Speaker


